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Kika Costa’s exhibition, “Formas & Anjos”
(Forms and Angels), is an opportunity for the
audience of the Oscar Niemeyer Museum to
see the work of this admirable artist up close,
in addition to reaffirming the institution’s role
as an inclusive facility.
The visitor will be able to contemplate an
important set of works produced by her since
1984 until today. A trajectory that is the result
of the combination of talent and determination. It is the angels of Kika Costa who speak
for themselves and do not leave us indifferent.
Whether poetic or introspective, they make us
travel into ourselves.
Unquestionably, the exhibition will contribute to broaden the debate about the productions
of artists with disabilities. The main mission
of a cultural institution is to democratize art,
and it must be fully exercised.
With this concern, in recent years MON
created the Center for Access and Participation
(NAP), to expand the access of people with
disabilities to the collection and activities
offered by the institution. The objective is to
insert the community more and more into the
Museum, actively participating in its actions
and proposals.

The Museum also has MON Para Todos
(For All), an initiative that serves people with
blindness or low vision, offering Braille subtitles, a tactile model, audio guide, original
sculptures and miniature replicas. The same
program includes activities carried out in
Libras, for people with hearing impairment,
and develops a specific care project for people
with Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD).
This way, the MON consolidates itself,
year after year, as a dynamic institution,
open to artistic dialogue and the exchange
of multiple experiences.

Juliana Velloso Almeida Vosnika
Chief Executive Officer
Oscar Niemeyer Museum

Untitled, 1989 | Ceramics (clay, oxide and enamel paint), 15,5 x 5 x 7 cm
Oscar Niemeyer Museum Collection
Untitled, 2014 | Ceramics (clay and enamel paint), 10 x 30,2 x 20,5 cm
Collection Ana Costa

FORMS & ANGELS:
WORKS BY KIKA COSTA
The work of Kika Costa (Porto Alegre, 1961)
makes it possible to glimpse at a variety of
artistic issues around form that are relevant to
think antinormative strategies for approaching the principles of formation of the canon
of history of art. The artist, who is a person
with disability, has been working systematically since the early 1980s, but only recently
her production has begun to receive public
attention. Kika Costa has shown a trajectory
of resistance and impressive personal growth,
as she has, over the years, been carrying out
an extraordinary body of work in ceramics
that demonstrates the transcendent strength
of the limits of human nature in the face of
any and all adversity.
Her trajectory of exhibitions is now significant for an artist whose work, until recently,
had not received enough attention and had
been widely discriminated against for not complying with the regulatory principles considered as affiliated to the canon (or even close to

Untitled, 2010 | Ceramics (clay and enamel paint), 8,1 x 25,3 x 24 cm
Collection Zita Machado da Costa
Untitled, 1996 | Ceramics (clay and pigment), 17,2 x 16,8 x 13 cm
Collection Ana Costa

it), capable of establishing a sense of what is
known as familiar. In addition, the artist faced
other obstacles, such working in a context
of considerable institutional precariousness
represented by the place where she lives and
works, which rarely offers enough support
to works that show themselves as being significantly outside the canonical rules and the
most recognized formal standards.
Brazil is still a country with few initiatives
aimed at investigating artistic processes outside the parameters of familiarization with
the canonical form. This affects many works,
since these standards contribute to create a
certain perception of what a work of art is, if
it is located outside the regulatory principles
of form taken by consensus.
This is the first large-scale exhibition that
will provide the public with a comprehensive
critical approach, as well as an in-depth view
of Kika Costa’s work. It’s worth noting that
it is obviously not a matter of promoting a
discovery of his work, which is on view by
the artistic environment of Rio Grande do
Sul, but, above all, of recognizing it as capable of a significant contribution, especially

with regard to studies of a antinormative
form and its creative, conceptual, artistic
and cultural specificity.
Forms & Angels: Works by Kika Costa
seeks to fill this gap and contribute significantly to increase the visibility and deepen the
knowledge about the artist’s work through an
approach about the nature of artistic form.
This exhibition also seeks to open the debate
on artistic productions that encounter obstacles to institutionalization and are generated,
at the same time, from other mobilizing
forces as an instrument for understanding
the world.
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