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Artistic Expressions of a Continent

The act of setting up the exhibition
“Africa, the Artistic Expressions of a
Continent” is the consolidation of a long
and strict process whose pinnacle was
the arrival of one of the most important
and significant contemporary African
art collections to the Oscar Niemeyer
Museum (MON).
This exhibition is composed of part of
the generous donation of approximately
1,700 African art pieces, the fruit of a
partnership between MON and the Ivani
and Jorge Yunes Collection (CIJY), of São
Paulo, whose creation attempts began a
few years ago and, fortunately, achieved
this goal.
One of MON’s—currently, the greatest art
museum in Latin America—main management challenges is always trying to
increase its collection. According to the
directive of the institution’s Referential
Framework, it must prioritize visual
arts, architecture, and design, focusing
on Paranian and Brazilian art, but also
expanding its mission to create contemporary Asian, Latin-American, and

African art collections. Therefore, the
Museum rejects the Eurocentric standard
and tries to create equipollent collections.
Our interest in including contemporary
African art in our collection and, consequently, bringing it to our audience led
us to begin our fruitful conversation with
the Yuneses, which has been dedicating
itself to art for generations.
The intercultural dialog with Africa
and its art is, without a doubt, another
important step for MON in its mission to
expand its frontiers.
We understand that the existence of a
museum is based on its collection, but culture and knowledge—what makes us more
human—are spread through the interaction
between the audience and its pieces of art.
We are certain that the great African art
collection will offer insightful and enriching experiences to the audience.
Juliana Vellozo Almeida Vosnika
Chief Executive Officer
Museu Oscar Niemeyer
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Having, Maintaining and Sharing:
these are the 3 axes that guide the Ivani
and Jorge Yunes Collection (CIJY).
When looking at the first axis, my
parents saw the opportunity to
fulfill what they called “the will
of the world”.
World, world, wide world – this
is how I define CIJY. Over fifty
years of exchanges and learning, it has expanded. Today
it is composed by pieces that
span twenty-two centuries
of history, five continents,
techniques and the most
diverse supports, this is
its essence.
Among its various cores,
African art had a special
place on the horizon: the construction of a museum to house
it. This was a big dream of
Ivani and Jorge.

Naturally, I made a commitment with
my mother to take care of CIJY’s second
axis: Maintaining.
Various developments such as researching, cataloging, restoring and displaying
are part of the act of collecting. What a
pleasurable responsibility to take care of
this vast little world!
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I remember long and longing conversations with my father, when he quoted
Panta Rhei, from Heraclitus: “Everything
flows, nothing remains the same. The
universe is an eternal flow.”
This brings us to the third axis of CIJY:
Sharing.
The transfer of our Afro Collection, from
its private sphere to the Oscar Niemeyer
Museum, greatly honors us and finally
makes an old dream come true.
Among so many learnings, the greatest
was the certainty that the collector has a
biography, while objects have many.
It is in sharing the collection with the
public that alchemy takes place. New dialogues, new meanings, new horizons.
May the art of Africa take us to ports that
are still unknown. Panta Rhei!
Beatriz Yunes Guarita
Ivani e Jorge Yunes Collection

Turn a tree into a log and it will
burn for you, but it will never bear
living flowers and fruits.
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Rabindranath Tagore (1861-1941),
Bengali poet
The old metaphor of the power of
trees has never been more appropriate
than when associated with the permanent connections with our Mother Africa.
If we think of the metaphors of the gigantic baobab tree, from the most severe historical references associated with slavery
by the “tree of oblivion” to the milder
ones, such as that of the famous tree in
the book The Little Prince, the resulting learning would be analogous: “You
become responsible forever for what you
have tamed”, as Saint-Exupéry said.
Strengthening institutional ties, the
Oscar Niemeyer Museum (MON) received
this important donation of African works
from the Ivani and Jorge Yunes Collection
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(CIJY). Over more than 50
years, the couple acquired
works that span five continents. There are 1,700 African
objects now donated to the
Oscar Niemeyer Museum
collection, which we congratulate for taking this
timely step, enriching
its collection and, at
the same time, the entire
African legacy in Paraná
and Brazil.
With the exhibition of
objects of such distinct
cultural heritage, we find
here an important point
in common: within the
Museum, these arts are elevated to the same artistic
platform, putting African
art at the same level of
world art. Here is a way
to honor the visual ancestry of the past and to open
new plantings, routes
and perspectives for this
art in the future.
Renato Araújo da Silva
Curator and specialist in African Art

Copel is honored to present the exhibition “Africa, Artistic Expressions of a
Continent”, a partnership between the
Oscar Niemeyer Museum (MON) and the
Ivani and Jorge Yunes Collection. The initiative brings together more than 1,700
unique works of African art, such as
masks, sculptures, musical instruments
and everyday objects.
Collected over the last 50 years, the
pieces reflect the diversity of African art
and help to rescue the history of humanity itself, portrayed in symbols of cultures
as rich and varied as those of the Igbo,
Baule and Yoruba peoples. Reflecting the
art of countries such as Mozambique,
Angola, Nigeria and Côte d’Ivoire, the
exhibition demonstrates the importance
of African culture in the world art scene
and in the formation of Brazilian culture.
The choice of the Oscar Niemeyer
Museum as the stage for this exhibition
recognizes the work that has been developed to transform the museum into an
international reference. Over the past few
years, MON has been transforming itself

into a space that values art from all continents. The exhibition of this African collection gives even more shine to the work
of valuing artistic plurality. Added to this
is the patient and dedicated work of Ivani
and Jorge Yunes, who built one of the
largest art collections in Brazil.
As the main promoter of culture in
Paraná, Copel is proud to support MON
in projects that include large exhibitions, leading names in world art and
educational activities. In 2020 alone, the
Company supported more than 100 cultural projects through state and federal
incentive laws. The largest company in
Paraná, Copel operates with state-of-theart technology in the areas of energy generation, transmission, distribution and
commercialization. More than producing
energy, we also want to generate and
share culture, education and knowledge.

Daniel Slaviero
President of Copel
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Click to access:

Oscar Niemeyer Museum
From Tuesday through Sunday, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Ticket sale until 5:30 p.m.
Online ticket sales: museuoscarniemeyer.org.br
Free admission to seniors over 60 and children under 12.
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